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Criminal Liability for the Promotion of False and Misleading
Rumors Through Modern Means of Communication from a
Jurisprudential Perspective
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Abstract: Rumors are among the most dangerous and
destructive societal plagues, harming individuals and
communities alike. This perilous phenomenon has been
known since ancient times, tracing back to the dawn of
human history. However, its prevalence has surged
dramatically in contemporary societies due to the massive
technological advancements in modern communication
tools. It is nearly impossible to imagine any society—across
all social, intellectual, cultural, political, and economic
strata—free from rumors. Scarcely does a new day begin
without news of a new rumor spreading somewhere . The
promotion of rumors is a rapidly spreading epidemic.
Countless families have been torn apart, loved ones
separated, hearts broken, wealth squandered, time
wasted, innocent lives distressed, great figures
undermined, and discord ignited among allies. Entire
societies have been devastated, giving rise to strife,
calamities, and even wars. This issue is critically relevant
today, as it touches the core of our lives across all
dimensions: social, familial, humanitarian, intellectual,
cultural, political, economic, and beyond. Its urgency is
amplified by modern technological progress.Given the
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gravity of this phenomenon, this study seeks to expose the
true nature of rumors and their destructive consequences.
It aims to clarify the Islamic legal ruling on promoting false
and misleading rumors, outline the prescribed criminal
penalties for perpetrators from both Islamic law and legal
perspectives, and ultimately contribute to fostering peace
and societal stability.

Keywords: Criminal liability, Rumor propagation, Social
media, Islamic law, Societal stability.
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Fifth: Usul al-Figh & Legal Maxims

(1) Usul al-Figh

26-Al-Mustasfa by al-Ghazali. Ed.: Muhammad Abd al-Salam
Abd al-Shafi. Pub.: Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah, 1st ed.
(1413 AH / 1993 CE).

(2) Qawa‘id Fighiyyah

27-Al-Ashbah wa al-Naza’ir by lbn Nujaym. Pub.: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘limiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed. (1400 AH / 1980 CE).

28-Al-Ashbah wa al-Naza’ir by Taj al-Din al-Subki. Pub.: Dar
al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah, 1st ed. (1411 AH / 1991 CE).

29-Sharh al-Qawa‘id al-Fighiyyah by Ahmad al-Zarqa.
Pub.: Dar al-Qalam.

30Al-Furug by al-Qarafi. Pub.: Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah,
Beirut (1418 AH / 1998 CE).

31-Al-Manthur fi al-Qawa‘id by al-Zarkashi. Ed.: Dr. Taysir
Fa’ig Ahmad Mahmoud. Pub.: Ministry of Awgaf &
Islamic Affairs, Kuwait.

Figh Books Sixth:

Hanafi School)1(

32-Al-lkhtiyar li Ta‘lil al-Mukhtar by Ibn Moudoud. Ed.: Abd
al-Latif Muhammad Abd al-Rahman. Pub.: Dar al-Kutub
al-‘llmiyyah, Beirut, 3rd ed. (1426 AH / 2005 CE).

33-Bahr al-Ra’iq (Commentary on Kanz al-Daqa’iq) by lbn
Nujaym. Pub.: Dar al-Ma‘rifah, Beirut, 2nd ed.

34-Bada’i’ al-Sana’i® fi Tartib al-Shara’i‘ by al-Kasani.
Pub.: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, Beirut (1982 CE).

35-Tabyin al-Haga’ig (Commentary on Kanz al-Daqga’iq) by
al-Zayla‘i. Pub.: Dar al-Kitab al-Islami.

36-Hashiyat Ibn ‘Abidin (on Al-Durr al-Mukhtar). Pub.: Dar
al-Fikr, Beirut, 2nd ed. (1386 AH).
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(2) Maliki School

37-Bidayat al-Mujtahid by Ibn Rushd al-Hafid. Pub.: Dar al-
Fikr, Beirut (1415 AH / 1995 CE).

Tabsirat al-Hukkam by Ibn Farhun. Pub.: Al-Babi al-Halabi,
Egypt 38-

39-Jawabhir al-Iklil (Commentary on Mukhtasar Khalil) by al-
Abi al-Azhari. Pub.: Al-Maktabah al-Thaqafiyyah, Beirut.

40-Hashiyat al-Dusooqi (on Al-Sharh al-Kabir). Pub.: Dar
Ihya’ al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyyah, Cairo / Dar al-Fikr, Beirut.

41-Sharh  Mukhtasar Khalil by al-Kharashi. Pub.: Al-
Matba‘ah al-Kubra al-Amiriyyah (1317 AH) / Dar al-Fikr,
Beirut.

42-Al-Qawanin al-Fighiyyah by lbn Juzayy. Pub.: Dar al-Kitab
al-‘Arabi, Beirut, 2nd ed. (1409 AH / 1989 CE).

43-Al-Madkhal by Ibn al-Hajj. Pub.: Dar al-Fikr.

44-Mawahib al-Jalil by al-Hattab. Pub.: Dar ‘Alam al-
Kutub / Matba‘at al-Sa‘adah, Cairo, 1st ed. (1329 AH).

(3) Shafi‘i School

Al-Ahkam al-Sultaniyyah by al-Mawardi. Pub.: Dar al-
Hadith, Cairo. 45-

46-Asna al-Matalib (Commentary on Rawd al-Talib) by al-
Ansari. Ed.: Muhammad Muhammad Tamer. Pub.: Dar
al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed. (1422 AH / 2000
CE).

I‘anat al-Talibin by al-Bakri al-Dimyati. Pub.: Dar al-Fikr,
Beirut. 47-

48-Al-Hawi al-Kabir by al-Mawardi. Pub.: Dar al-Fikr, Beirut
(1414 AH / 1994 CE).

49-Rawdat al-Talibin by al-Nawawi. Pub.: Al-Maktab al-
Islami, Beirut, 2nd ed. (1405 AH).

Al-Majmu’ by al-Nawawi. Pub.: Dar al-Fikr. 50-
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Mughni al-Muhtaj by al-Shirbini al-Khatib. Pub.: Dar al-Fikr,
Beirut. 51-

Al-Muhadhdhab by al-Shirazi. Pub.: Dar al-Fikr (1414 AH /
1994 CE). 52-

53-Nihayat al-Muhtaj by al-Ramli. Pub.: Dar al-Fikr, Beirut
(1404 AH / 1984 CE).

(4) Hanbali School

54-Ilam al-Muwaqqi‘in by Ibn Qayyim. Pub.: Dar al-Kutub
al-‘llmiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed. (1411 AH / 1991 CE).

Al-Insaf by al-Mardawi. Pub.: Dar lhya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi.
55-

Al-Siyasah al-Shar‘iyyah by lbn Taymiyyah. Pub.: Dar al-
Ma‘rifah. 56-

57-Sharh Muntaha al-lradat by al-Buhuti. Pub.: ‘Alam al-
Kutub, Beirut, 2nd ed. (1416 AH / 1996 CE).

58-Al-Turuq al-Hukmiyyah by Ibn Qayyim. Ed.: Muhammad
Hamid al-Figi. Pub.: Dar al-Watan, Riyadh.

59-Al-Furu’ by Ibn Muflih. Pub.: Dar al-Kutub al-‘llmiyyah,
Beirut, 1st ed. (1418 AH).

60-Al-Fatawa al-Kubra by Ibn Taymiyyah. Pub.: Dar al-Kutub
al-‘llmiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed. (1408 AH / 1987 CE).

61-Al-Kafi fi Figh al-lmam Ahmad by lbn Qudamah. Ed.:
Zuhayr al-Shawish. Pub.: Al-Maktab al-Islami, Beirut,
5th ed. (1408 AH / 1988 CE).

62-Kashshaf al-Qina‘by al-Buhuti. Ed.: Hilal Musaylihi
Mustafa Hilal. Pub.: Dar al-Fikr, Beirut (1402 AH).

63-Al-Mubdi‘ (Commentary on Al-Mugni‘) by lbn Muflih.
Pub.: Dar ‘Alam al-Kutub, Riyadh.

64-Mataleb Uli al-Nuha by al-Ruhaybani. Pub.: Al-Maktab
al-Islami, Damascus (1961 CE).

54. Al-Mughni (Commentary on Mukhtasar al-Khiraqi) by
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Ibn Qudamah. Pub.: Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 1st ed. (1405
AH).

Zahiri School)5(

66-Al-Muhalla by Ibn Hazm. Pub.: Dar al-Fikr, Beirut.

General and Specialized Modern Books Seventh:

67-The Impact of Rumors on Societal Fragmentation and
Methods of Confrontation from an Islamic
Jurisprudential Perspective, Dr. Hani Kamal Muhammad
Ja‘far. Published online for the 6th Scientific Conference
on "Law and Rumors", Tanta University, Egypt (April 22—
23, 2019).

68-Burden of Proof in Civil Liability, Dr. Issam Ahmad al-
Bahji. Pub.: Dar al-Jami‘ah al-Jadidah, Alexandria (2007
CE).

69-Psychological and Social Dimensions of Rumor
Propagation in Media: Islamic Solutions, Dr. Abd al-
Fattah al-Hums & Dr. Fayiz Shaldan. Published in Journal
of the Islamic University, Vol. 18, No. 2.

70-Jurisprudential Rulings on Rumor Propagation, Dr.
Munira bint Saeed Abu Hamamah. Published in Journal
of the Faculty of Islamic & Arabic Studies for Women,
Alexandria, Issue 38.

71-Rumors and Their Impact on Societal Security, Dr.
Muhammad bin Daghish al-Qahtani. Pub.: Dar Tuwaiq,
Riyadh (1997 CE).

72-Rumors in Mosul: A Field Study, Dr. Iman Hammad
Rajab. Published in Journal of Adab al-Rafidayn, Issue
60.

73-Islamic Criminal Legislation, Justice Abd al-Qadir ‘Awdah.
Pub.: Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Beirut.
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74-Commentary on Penal Law, Justice Mustafa Maijdi
Harjah. Pub.: Dar al-Matbu‘at al-Jami‘iyyah, Alexandria,
3rd ed. (1995 CE).

75-Modern Food Preservation Techniques: An Islamic
Jurisprudential Study. Published inlJournal of the
Faculty of Islamic & Arabic Studies for Women, Sohag
(June 2020).

76-Psychological Warfare, Dr. Hamida Sumaysim. Pub.: Al-
Dar al-Thagafiyyah, Cairo (2005 CE).

77-Psychological Warfare and Rumors, Dr. Mu‘taz Sayf
Abdallah. Pub.: Dar Gharib, Cairo (1977 CE).

78-The Right to Privacy, Dr. Basim Muhammad Fadil.
Pub.: Dar al-Jami‘ah al-Jadidah, Alexandria (2017 CE).

79-Rumors in Islamic and Secular Law, Dr. Hussam al-Din
Abd al-‘Aati. Published online.

80-Political Propaganda and Psychological Warfare, Dr.
Muhammad Kamal al-Qadi. Pub.: Al-Markaz al-I‘lami lil-
Sharq al-Awsat, Cairo (1997 CE).

81-Public Opinion and Psychological Warfare, Dr. Mukhtar
al-Tihami. Pub.: Dar al-Ma‘arif, Cairo, 1st ed. (1979 CE).

82-Rumors and Media in the Information Age, Dr. Hiyas bin
Raja Harbi. Pub.: Dar Usamah, Amman (2013 CE).

83-Rumor Propagation via Social Media: Impacts and
Countermeasures, Dr. Nasr Ramadan Sa‘dallah.
Published online for the 6th Scientific Conference on
"Law and Rumors", Tanta University (April 2019).

84-Rumors in Contemporary lIslamic Jurisprudence, Dr.
Mazhar Ahmad al-Raghib. Published in Journal of the
Faculty of Islamic & Arabic Studies for Women, Kafr El-
Sheikh, Vol. 6 (2022).

85-Psychological Warfare: A Reference, Dr. Mustafa al-

aY Yo suig Ja¥ Jlaay) ¢l g galall sl — 7l e il Ay jad) g sl il jal) A0S Aaa



By e Aladl s AASN Slailall s oo Asliadl Ad gisd)

Dabbagh. Pub.: Al-Mu’assasah al-‘Arabiyyah lil-Dirasat,
Beirut (1998 CE).

86-Egyptian Penal Law: 100 Years of Legislation, Dr. Hasan
Sadiq al-Marsafi. Pub.: Mansha‘at al-Ma‘arif,
Alexandria, 2nd ed. (1994 CE).

87-Legal Liability for Rumors, Dr. Muhammad Ahmad
Safwat Fathallah. Published online for Tanta
University’s Conference on "Law and Rumors" (April
2019).

88-Kuwaiti  Encyclopedia of Islamic Jurisprudence.
Pub.: Ministry of Awqaf, Kuwait.
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