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The Influence of Orientalism on Mohammed Arkoun's
Stance Regarding the Compilation of the Qur’an
Abdulrahman Mohammed Ahmed Hamed
Department of Tafsir and Qur’anic Sciences, Faculty of Al-
Azhar Girls’ College in New Tiba, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
And the International Islamic University of Indonesia.(uiii).
Email: abdalrhmanhamed22 @gmail.com

Abstract: This research, titled “The Influence of
Orientalism on Mohammed Arkoun's Stance Regarding the
Compilation of the Qur’an”, seeks to clarify the extent to
which Orientalist schools have impacted modernist
thinkers, particularly those who held views diverging from
the well-established and widely accepted positions of
mainstream Muslim scholarship. Among the controversial
issues addressed by these modernists is the compilation of
the Qur’an. This study focuses on one of the key figures of
the modernist school: the Algerian thinker Mohammed
Arkoun, and examines his perspective on the method by
which the Qur’an was compiled.The study begins with an
introduction outlining the importance of the topic, the
motivation behind writing the paper, the research problem,
methodology, previous studies, and the research plan. This
is followed by a prelude defining Orientalism and
Orientalists, as well as tracing the origins of Orientalist
studies.The study then introduces Mohammed Arkoun,
discusses his works, death, and the influence of Orientalist
thought on his intellectual framework, in addition to
presenting scholarly views on Arkoun’s personality.The core
of the research investigates Arkoun’s position on the
compilation of the Qur’an and his adoption of certain
Orientalist claims—such as the alleged delay in the Qur’an’s
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documentation, the purported political motivation behind
Abu Bakr al-Siddig’s (may Allah be pleased with him)
initiative to compile the Qur’an, and the Orientalist
arguments about the loss of parts of the Qur’anic text or
the inclusion of verses not originally part of it.The study
concludes with a summary of key findings, highlighting the
extent of Orientalist influence on Arkoun’s stance toward
the compilation of the Qur’an.

Keywords: Influence of Orientalism, Orientalists,
Mohammed Arkoun, Compilation of the Qur’an.
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