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Abstract: The Brethren of Purity emerged as a 
philosophical group that sought inquiry and deep 
reflection on all aspects of existence. Their Epistles 
thus became an encyclopedic work encompassing 
philosophy in theology, literature, mathematics, and 
various sciences and fields of knowledge. In these 
epistles, they adopted an educational approach 
through which they addressed most of the intellectual 
disciplines of their time. They began with mathematics, 
believing it to be an essential gateway to the study of 
philosophical wisdom and a fundamental component 
for refining the intellect. This was followed by the study 
of rational psychology, which ultimately leads to divine 
laws—the culmination of knowledge and its highest 
purpose. The Brethren of Purity believed that their 
primary motivation for unity and collaborative effort 
was the corruption of religious law through ignorance 
and the intermingling of truth with falsehood, and that 
the only way to cleanse and purify it was through 
philosophy. Their philosophical discourse addressed 
the question of existence, in which they developed 
their own perspectives on being, nature, epistemology, 
and more. They also formulated a distinctive 
philosophical view of the human being, whom they 
considered a microcosm. Moreover, the Brethren 
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articulated a conception of God, acknowledging the 
existence of a deity who created and sustains the 
world and is the source of all goodness. They 
maintained that God is transcendent—free from 
movement, change, and imperfection. According to the 
Brethren, prophets were not sent merely to reform 
worldly affairs, but also to reform religion. The ultimate 
aim of prophecy, in their view, is to liberate souls from 
the realm of corruption, guiding them from suffering to 
salvation.

Keywords: Brethren of Purity, Epistles of Purpose, 
Sources of Existence, Divinity, Prophethood. 
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